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An investigative journalist uncovers a hidden custom that will transform your understanding of what
it means to grow up as a girl

In Afghanistan, a culture ruled almost entirely by men, the birth of a son is cause for celebration and the
arrival of a daughter is often mourned as misfortune. A bacha posh (literally translated from Dari as “dressed
up like a boy”) is a third kind of child – a girl temporarily raised as a boy and presented as such to the
outside world. Jenny Nordberg, the reporter who broke the story of this phenomenon for the New York
Times, constructs a powerful and moving account of those secretly living on the other side of a deeply
segregated society where women have almost no rights and little freedom.

The Underground Girls of Kabul is anchored by vivid characters who bring this remarkable story to life:
Azita, a female parliamentarian who sees no other choice but to turn her fourth daughter Mehran into a boy;
Zahra, the tomboy teenager who struggles with puberty and refuses her parents’ attempts to turn her back
into a girl; Shukria, now a married mother of three after living for twenty years as a man; and Nader, who
prays with Shahed, the undercover female police officer, as they both remain in male disguise as adults.

At the heart of this emotional narrative is a new perspective on the extreme sacrifices of Afghan women and
girls against the violent backdrop of America’s longest war. Divided into four parts, the book follows those
born as the unwanted sex in Afghanistan, but who live as the socially favored gender through childhood and
puberty, only to later be forced into marriage and childbirth. The Underground Girls of Kabul charts their
dramatic life cycles, while examining our own history and the parallels to subversive actions of people who
live under oppression everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Underground Girls of Kabul: In
Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Jacob Gray:

This The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Underground Girls of Kabul: In
Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Eric Valentine:

Here thing why this specific The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of
a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search
of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a
Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan in e-book can be your alternative.

Douglas Brim:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with



can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan can
be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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