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In these 99 meditations, poet and novelist Hans Magnus Enzensberger celebrates the tenacity of the normal
and routine in everyday life, where the survival of the objects we use without thinking—a pair of scissors,
perhaps—is both a small, human victory and a quiet reminder of our own ephemeral nature. He sets his
quotidian reflections against a broad historic and political backdrop—the cold war and its accompanying
atomic threat, the German student revolt, would-be socialism in Cuba, China, and Africa, and World War II
as experienced by the youthful poet.

            Enzensberger’s poems are conversational, skeptical, and serene; they culminate in the extended set of
observations which gives the collection its title. Clouds, alien and yet symbols of human life, are for
Enzensberger at once a central metaphor of the Western poetic tradition and “the most fleeting of all
masterpieces.” “Cloud archaeology,” writes Enzensberger, is “a science for angels.”

           

Praise for the German edition

“After reading this wonderful volume of poetry one would like to call Enzensberger simply the lyric voice of
transience.”— Sueddeutsche Zeitung

            “With this book Enzensberger reveals himself both as a spokesman of persistence and as a
decelerator.”—Neue Zuercher Zeitung
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed A History of
Clouds: 99 Meditations (Seagull Books - The German List)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Clementine Frazier:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The A History of Clouds: 99 Meditations
(Seagull Books - The German List) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Babb:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A History of Clouds: 99 Meditations (Seagull
Books - The German List) as the daily resource information.

Bennie Gale:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love A History of Clouds: 99 Meditations (Seagull
Books - The German List), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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