
Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired
Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports

Entertainment
Josh Gross

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1942952198
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1942952198
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1942952198


Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial
Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment

Josh Gross

Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment Josh Gross
“Inoki can use his bare fists. He can use karate. This is serious. There’s $10 million involved. I wouldn’t pull
a fraud on the public. This is real. There’s no plan. The blood. The holds. The pain. Everything is going to be
real. I’m not here in this time of my life to come out with some phony action. I want you to know this is
real."
—Muhammad Ali, June 14, 1976, The Tonight Show

On June 26, 1976, Muhammad Ali, possibly the most famous athlete in the world, flew to Japan to fight
Antonio Inoki, Japan’s iconic pro wrestling champion, for the so-called “martial arts championship of the
world.” Broadcast to an audience of 1.4 billion in 34 countries, the boxer versus grappler spectacle
foreshadowed, and in many ways, led to the rise of mixed martial arts as a major sport.

The contest was controversial, but the real action was behind the scenes, and various players in the
underbelly of organized wrestling and boxing jockeyed for position. Egos, competing interests, and a general
sense of apprehension over what would happen in the ring led to hodgepodge rules thrown together at the
last minute. Bizarre plans to “save” Ali if the fight got out of hand were also concocted. One
scheme—canceled at the last minute—involved having the boxer nicked with a razor blade if the fight got
out of hand, forcing the referee to stop the fight.

In Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment,
author Josh Gross gets inside Ali’s head leading up to the match by resurrecting pre-fight interviews that
featured the boxer's famous pro wrestling-influenced trash talk he first encountered in Los Angeles in the
early 1960s. Gross also introduces us to Inoki, little known in the United States but hugely influential in
Japan. After the fight, Inoki became a household name throughout Asia, and his role in Japan’s popular Pride
Fighting Championships helped shape modern mixed martial arts.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten
Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gertrude Call:

The book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Rosa Nguyen:

The book Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports
Entertainment has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

James Hopwood:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Ali vs. Inoki: The Forgotten Fight
That Inspired Mixed Martial Arts and Launched Sports Entertainment is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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