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Founded on the ruins of Hitler's defeated Third Reich, and lacking any intrinsic legitimacy, the German
Democratic Republic nevertheless became the most stable and successful state in the Soviet bloc. Yet in the
"gentle revolution" of 1989 it collapsed with startling speed. How can this extraordinary story of political
stability followed by sudden implosion be explained?

With the opening of the East German archives, it is at last possible to look inside the apparently impregnable
dictatorship. Mary Fulbrook provides a compelling interpretation of structures of power and patterns of
popular opinion within the GDR. This absorbing study explores the ways in which the tentacles of the all-
pervading state captured East German society in the grip of Stasi, party, and mass organizations, and
analyzes the emergence in the 1980s of oppositional cultures under the ambivalent shelter of a Protestant
Church which had come to terms with the communist state.

In combining careful archival research with broader theoretical and historical interpretation, Anatomy of a
Dictatorship makes a major contribution to debates on recent German history and the character of
contemporary Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside
the GDR, 1949-1989 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Bertha Wood:

The book Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR,
1949-1989 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Jean Gonzales:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Anatomy of a
Dictatorship: Inside the GDR, 1949-1989.

Chelsie Salls:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Anatomy of a Dictatorship: Inside the GDR,
1949-1989 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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