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With suffrage secured in 1920, feminists faced the challenge of how to keep their momentum going. As the
center of the movement shrank, a small, self-appointed vanguard of “modern” women carried the cause
forward in life and work. Feminism as Life’s Work profiles four of these women: the author Inez Haynes
Irwin, the historian Mary Ritter Beard, the activist Doris Stevens, and Lorine Pruette, a psychologist.  Their
life-stories, told here in full for the first time, embody the changes of the first four decades of the twentieth
century—and complicate what we know of the period.

Through these women’s intertwined stories, Mary Trigg traces the changing nature of the women’s
movement across turbulent decades rent by world war, revolution, global depression, and the rise of fascism.
Criticizing the standard division of feminist activism as a series of historical waves, Trigg exposes how
Irwin, Beard, Stevens, and Pruette helped push the U.S. feminist movement to victory and continued to
propel it forward from the 1920s to the 1960s, decades not included in the “wave” model. At a time widely
viewed as the “doldrums” of feminism, the women in this book were in fact taking the cause to new sites: the
National Women’s Party; sexuality and relations with men; marriage; and work and financial independence.
In their utopian efforts to reshape work, sexual relations, and marriage, modern feminists ran headlong into
the harsh realities of male power, the sexual double standard, the demands of motherhood, and gendered
social structures.

In Feminism as Life’s Work, Irwin, Beard, Stevens, and Pruette emerge as the heirs of the suffrage
movement, guardians of a long feminist tradition, and catalysts of the belief in equality and difference. 
Theirs is a story of courage, application, and perseverance—a story that revisits the “bleak and lonely years”
of the U.S. women’s movement and emerges with a fresh perspective of the history of this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Goolsby:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Feminism as
Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern
American Women through Two World Warsis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lou Bryant:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World
Wars.

Melissa Peterson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Feminism
as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women
through Two World Wars giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Eddie Patten:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American
Women through Two World Wars can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't



learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have Feminism as Life's Work: Four Modern American Women through Two World Wars.
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