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In Defending Humanity, internationally acclaimed legal scholar George P. Fletcher and Jens David Ohlin, a
leading expert on international criminal law, tackle one of the most important and controversial questions of
our time: When is war justified? When a nation is attacked, few would deny that it has the right to respond
with force. But what about preemptive and preventive wars, or crossing another state's border to stop
genocide? Was Israel justified in initiating the Six Day War, and was NATO's intervention in Kosovo legal?
What about the U.S. invasion of Iraq?

In their provocative book, Fletcher and Ohlin offer a groundbreaking theory on the legality of war with clear
guidelines for evaluating these interventions. The authors argue that much of the confusion on the subject
stems from a persistent misunderstanding of the United Nations Charter. The Charter appears to be very clear
on the use of military force: it is only allowed when authorized by the Security Council or in self-defense.
Unfortunately, this has led to the problem of justifying force when the Security Council refuses to act or
when self-defense is thought not to apply--and to the difficult dilemma of declaring such interventions illegal
or ignoring the UN Charter altogether.

Fletcher and Ohlin suggest that the answer lies in going back to the domestic criminal law concepts upon
which the UN Charter was originally based, in particular, the concept of "legitimate defense," which
encompasses not only self-defense but defense of others. Lost in the English-language version of the Charter
but a vital part of the French and other non-English versions, the concept of legitimate defense will enable
political leaders, courts, and scholars to see the solid basis under international law for states to intervene with
force--not just to protect themselves against an imminent attack but also to defend other national groups.
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From reader reviews:

Nakia Schultz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book Defending Humanity: When Force is
Justified and Why had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Defending Humanity: When Force is
Justified and Why is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the
book Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Michael Hill:

Here thing why that Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Defending Humanity: When
Force is Justified and Why in e-book can be your choice.

Ray Goodrow:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and
Why can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ryan Fox:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is named of book Defending Humanity: When Force is Justified and Why. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one



destination to other place.
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