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Doc is the autobiography of jazz elder statesman Frank “Doc” Adams, highlighting his role in Birmingham,
Alabama’s, historic jazz scene and tracing his personal adventure that parallels, in many ways, the story and
spirit of jazz itself.

Doc tells the story of an accomplished jazz master, from his musical apprenticeship under John T. “Fess”
Whatley and his time touring with Sun Ra and Duke Ellington to his own inspiring work as an educator and
bandleader.

Central to this narrative is the often-overlooked story of Birmingham’s unique jazz tradition and community.
From the very beginnings of jazz, Birmingham was home to an active network of jazz practitioners and a
remarkable system of jazz apprenticeship rooted in the city’s segregated schools. Birmingham musicians
spread across the country to populate the sidelines of the nation’s bestknown bands. Local musicians, like
Erskine Hawkins and members of his celebrated orchestra, returned home heroes. Frank “Doc” Adams
explores, through first-hand experience, the history of this community, introducing readers to a large and
colorful cast of characters— including “Fess” Whatley, the legendary “maker of musicians” who trained
legions of Birmingham players and made a significant mark on the larger history of jazz. Adams’s
interactions with the young Sun Ra, meanwhile, reveal life-changing lessons from one of American music’s
most innovative personalities.

Along the way, Adams reflects on his notable family, including his father, Oscar, editor of the Birmingham
Reporter and an outspoken civic leader in the African American community, and Adams’s brother, Oscar Jr.,
who would become Alabama’s first black supreme court justice. Adams’s story offers a valuable window
into the world of Birmingham’s black middle class in the days before the civil rights movement and
integration. Throughout, Adams demonstrates the ways in which jazz professionalism became a source of
pride within this community, and he offers his thoughts on the continued relevance of jazz education in the
twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Lombard:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Doc: The Story of a
Birmingham Jazz Man will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with
you?

Christine Furst:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Doc: The Story of a Birmingham Jazz Man has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide Doc: The Story of a Birmingham Jazz Man is not only giving you more
new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Doc: The Story of a Birmingham
Jazz Man. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Betty Serrano:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Doc: The Story of a Birmingham Jazz Man, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Sandra Bland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Doc: The Story of a Birmingham
Jazz Man e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Doc: The Story of a
Birmingham Jazz Man as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth



sense.
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