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Two gifted and highly prolific intellectuals, Leo Bersani and Adam Phillips, here present a fascinating
dialogue about the problems and possibilities of human intimacy. Their conversation takes as its point of
departure psychoanalysis and its central importance to the modern imagination-though equally important is
their shared sense that by misleading us about the importance of self-knowledge and the danger of
narcissism, psychoanalysis has failed to realize its most exciting and innovative relational potential.
In pursuit of new forms of intimacy they take up a range of concerns across a variety of contexts. To test the
hypothesis that the essence of the analytic exchange is intimate talk without sex, they compare Patrice
Leconte's film about an accountant mistaken for a psychoanalyst, "Intimate Strangers," with Henry James's
classic novella "The Beast in the Jungle." A discussion of the radical practice of barebacking-unprotected
anal sex between gay men-delineates an intimacy that rejects the personal. Even serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer
and the Bush administration's war on terror enter the scene as the conversation turns to the way aggression
thrills and gratifies the ego. Finally, in a reading of Socrates' theory of love from Plato's "Phaedrus," Bersani
and Phillips call for a new form of intimacy which they term "impersonal narcissism" a divestiture of the ego
and a recognition of one's non-psychological potential self in others. This revolutionary way of relating to
the world, they contend, could lead to a new human freedom by mitigating the horrifying violence we
blithely accept as part of human nature.
Charmingly persuasive and daringly provocative, "Intimacies" is a rare opportunity to listen in on two
brilliant thinkers as they explore new ways of thinking about the human psyche.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Cox:

This Intimacies tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Intimacies can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Intimacies forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Cynthia Olson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Intimacies offer
you a new experience in looking at a book.

Scott Hicks:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Intimacies was vibrant and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Intimacies has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Mary Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Intimacies.
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