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This text is designed to introduce students to both private and public law and to the nature of the judicial
system. Anchored in social science concepts, The American Legal System demonstrates the relationships
between private law and public law issues, the business legal environment, as well as related subjects of
interest.

Part I introduces students to terms and concepts necessary for understanding the legal system, the jurisdiction
and authority of courts, the organization of courts in the United States, judicial interpretation and decision-
making, and the U.S. constitutional system. Part II centers on legal processes--the world of civil and criminal
procedure, explained in ordinary language. Subjects include civil suits for money damages; criminal, equity,
and administrative processes; and the various modes of alternative dispute resolution. Along the way,
students gain a working knowledge of process and procedural rights. Part III provides chapters on the
substantive legal topics of criminal law, torts, property, and family law. Part IV treats the law governing the
world of business: contracts, business regulation by government, and taxation. All of these substantive law
chapters include a section tracing modern substantive law to its common law roots. We also include sections
on evolving legal issues including product liability, tort reform, copyright infringement, victimless crimes,
youthful offenders, artificial conception of human life, and same-sex marriages.

Every chapter features edited court opinions illustrating many lively and interesting controversies that will
capture the interest of students regardless of their academic major. At the beginning of each chapter, students
will find chapter objectives designed to guide their reading. A glossary of selected legal and Latin terms will
also prove useful to the reader, as will the end-of-chapter discussion questions, lists of key names, terms, and
concepts, and listings of selected books and articles for further reading. A table of cases as well as name and
subject indices provides even greater detail, so that readers may also use the book as a reference. A
comprehensive Instructor's Manual/Testing Program (which includes complete lecture outlines, suggested
answers to the discussion questions at the end of each chapter, briefs of court opinions, and suggested films
for classroom use) is available, either in book or electronic form. A Student Study Guide, written by Bradley
Best (Buena Vista University), is also available.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

The book The American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms for being your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve The American Legal
System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Carol Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms can be
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Wayne Queen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get previous to. The The American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

James Coles:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. The American Legal System: Foundations, Processes, and Norms can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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