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Craig-y-nos Castle, on the edge of the Brecon Beacons in South Wales, was the home of the world famous
opera singer, Adelina Patti. After her death in 1919, it became a tuberculosis sanatorium, mainly for children
and young adults. The 'Children of Craig-y-nos' project was begun in 2006 by Ann Shaw who had spent four
years there from the age of nine to thirteen. The launch of her blog (www.craig-y-nos.blogspot.com) to
collect the memories of ex-patients and staff was so successful that within a year over a hundred stories and
1200 photographs, mostly taken by the children themselves, had been contributed. There followed three
photographic exhibitions, radio programmes, a reunion at Craig-y-nos Castle, and a Lottery grant to produce
this book. But despite a romantic location, this is not a fairy tale. TB affected the whole community -
physically, socially and emotionally. It was the disease never spoken about except in hushed whispers.
Craig-y-nos was called a hospital but it had all the hallmarks of a prison for sick children. Even at a distance
of fifty or sixty years, some people broke down when reliving deeply buried memories. Others were unable
to talk at all but communicated entirely though e.mail. A few remember physical and sexual abuse by staff.
Stomach wash-outs terrified toddlers. Use of restraint by tying children to cot and bed railings was justified
by over-stretched staff but criticized by hospital inspectors. Even keeping five-year-olds in high-sided cots
could be interpreted as a form of imprisonment. The physical isolation of Craig-y-nos was another. Only one
young woman admits to successful escape although several teenagers and children made abortive bids for
freedom. Although this is an historical study, TB is not a disease of history. The World Health Organization
in 1993 declared TB a public health emergency. An estimated 8.8 million people were diagnosed with TB in
2005 and 1.6 million died of it. But however difficult it becomes to control tuberculosis both locally and
globally, one thing is certain. Those infected will never again be isolated from the rest of society because
history has shown that policing infectious diseases is neither workable nor humane. Ann Shaw was born in
Crickhowell, Powys, and worked as a journalist on newspapers in London, Lancashire, Yorkshire and
Edinburgh before joining the Glasgow Herald as a Feature Writer. In 1997, she enrolled as a mature student
at Glasgow School of Art in order to fulfil a lifelong ambition to be an artist. She now lives in Bridge-of-
Allan, Scotland. Carole Reeves is the Outreach Historian, Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of
Medicine, University College London. She develops projects designed to further public interest in the history
of medicine, and helps others to do so.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book The Children of Craig-Y-Nos: Life in a Welsh Tuberculosis
Sanatorium, 1922-1959 seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Children of Craig-Y-Nos:
Life in a Welsh Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 1922-1959 is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Children of Craig-Y-Nos: Life in a Welsh
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 1922-1959. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Mary Jones:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Children of Craig-Y-Nos: Life in a Welsh Tuberculosis
Sanatorium, 1922-1959 as the daily resource information.

Erika Yoon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Children of Craig-Y-Nos: Life in a Welsh Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 1922-1959, you could
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a publication.

Judith Bradshaw:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write



about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Children of Craig-Y-Nos: Life in a Welsh Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 1922-1959.
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