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A portrait of a great American dynasty and its legacy in business, technology, the arts, and philanthropy

Meyer Guggenheim, a Swiss immigrant, founded a great American business dynasty. At their peak in the
early twentieth century, the Guggenheims were reckoned among America's wealthiest, and the richest Jewish
family in the world after the Rothschilds. They belonged to Our Crowd, that tight social circle of New York
Jewish plutocrats, but unlike the others -- primarily merchants and financiers -- they made their money by
extracting and refining copper, silver, lead, tin, and gold.

The secret of their success, the patriarch believed, was their unity, and in the early years Meyer's seven sons,
under the leadership of Daniel, worked as one to expand their growing mining and smelting empire. Family
solidarity eventually decayed (along with their Jewish faith), but even more damaging was the paucity of
male heirs as Meyer and the original set of brothers passed from the scene.

In the third generation, Harry Guggenheim, Daniel's son, took over leadership and made the family a force in
aviation, publishing, and horse-racing. He desperately sought a successor but tragically failed and was forced
to watch as the great Guggenheim business enterprise crumbled.

Meanwhile, "Guggenheim" came to mean art more than industry. In the mid-twentieth century, led by
Meyer's son Solomon and Solomon's niece Peggy, the Guggenheims became the agents of modernism in the
visual arts. Peggy, in America during the war years, midwifed the school of abstract expressionism, which
brought art leadership to New York City. Solomon's museum has been innovative in spreading the riches of
Western art around the world. After the generation of Harry and Peggy, the family has continued to produce
many accomplished members, such as publisher Roger Straus II and archaeologist Iris Love.

In The Guggenheims, through meticulous research and absorbing prose, Irwin Unger, the winner of a Pulitzer
Prize in history, and his wife, Debi Unger, convey a unique and remarkable story -- epic in its scope -- of one
family's amazing rise to prominence.
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From reader reviews:

Cheri Turner:

This The Guggenheims book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The Guggenheims
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Guggenheims can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Guggenheims having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Julie Slocum:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Guggenheims, it is possible to enjoy both.
It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brenda Villa:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Guggenheims or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes The Guggenheims to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Evelyn Broderick:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through
the book The Guggenheims we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book The Guggenheims. You can more inviting than now.
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