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A vivid and surprising portrait of the Italian people from an admired foreign correspondent

How did a nation that spawned the Renaissance also produce the Mafia? And why does Italian have twelve
words for coat hanger but none for hangover?
 
John Hooper’s entertaining and perceptive new book is the ideal companion for anyone seeking to
understand contemporary Italy and the unique character of the Italians. Fifteen years as a foreign
correspondent based in Rome have sharpened Hooper’s observations, and he looks at the facts that lie behind
the stereotypes, shedding new light on everything from the Italians’ bewildering politics to their love of life
and beauty. Hooper persuasively demonstrates the impact of geography, history, and tradition on many
aspects of Italian life, including football and Freemasonry, sex, food, and opera. Brimming with the kind of
fascinating—and often hilarious—insights unavailable in guidebooks, The Italians will surprise even the
most die-hard Italophile.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and important the book The Italians. All type of book could you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Amanda Moberly:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Italians is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lorenzo Brown:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. One
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition associated with. Even you love The Italians, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Rex Oswald:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Italians to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Italians
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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