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In this, the first full-length study in English of China's best-known travel writer, new light is shed on the
importance of the diaries of Xu Xiake (1587-1687) a compulsive traveller who spent a lifetime visiting and
writing about China's 'beauty spots'. The general view of his work, that he brought a sober, analytical
approach to a genre previously the domain of the dillentante and that his writing was 'utilitarian' and lacking
in literary merit is cast aside, revealing Xu to be a figure of his age, his concerns perfectly in tune with the
exuberant tastes of other late Ming literati.
Essential background is provided with a survey of the history of Chinese travel writing in general with
particular emphasis given to the late-Ming period and a resume of Xu Xiake's life. The core of the work
examines the wealth of new information to be found in a longer version of Xu's account of his great journey
to southwest China, rediscovered in the 1970s. Detailed study of Xu's use of language serves to underline the
breadth of achievement of a man who utilised traditional and contemporary Chinese poetic language in order
to express an emotional response to the landscape through which he passed. This is reinforced by a complete
annotated translation of a deeply personal essay, written towards the end of Xu's life.
The book covers a broad spectrum of voguish sinological subjects relating to late Ming China ranging from
the huge growth in all forms of geographical writing to the anthropological analysis of the non-Han peoples
of southwest China. This book will interest both seasoned sinologists and anyone who has spent time
travelling in China or is interested in the art of travel writing.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Xu Xiake (1586-1641): The Art of Travel Writing. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Xu Xiake (1586-1641): The Art of Travel Writing. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Derek McCaleb:

The book with title Xu Xiake (1586-1641): The Art of Travel Writing has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Daniel Young:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Xu Xiake (1586-1641): The Art of
Travel Writing book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Xu Xiake (1586-1641):
The Art of Travel Writing as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Gladys Jackson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Xu Xiake (1586-1641): The Art of Travel Writing when you required it?
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