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The ninety letters in this collection document the Civil War career of Col. Edward Jesup Wood, an officer of
the 48th Indiana.  Evocative and rich in detail, A Fierce, Wild Joy offers a view of the war from an officer's
perspective and provides important insights into the day-to-day administration of a Civil War regiment.

Wood was born in Florida to a Connecticut father and slave-owning mother, and orphaned in early youth. He
was raised in New England to be an abolitionist, and at the age of fifteen he entered Dartmouth College. His
military career began in 1861, and over the course of the war Wood's regiment participated in several key
battles and campaigns, including Corinth, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, and the March to the Sea.

Thoughtful, intelligent, and articulate, Wood was a keen observer of details during his time in the Western
Theater. His letters vividly bring the war to life as he describes the events of some of its most important
campaigns. His change in perspective over time is evident: readers will witness Wood's naïve optimism for a
quick and sure victory transform to dawning realization about the long haul and horrors of war.

Readers will appreciate Wood's broad view of the military campaign, political exigencies surrounding the
war, and the effects of war on both North and South. A stark reminder of the war's costs are emphasized by
Wood's later tragic life. He returned home and committed suicide before his fortieth birthday. A Fierce, Wild
Joy includes biographical essays that put Wood in context and aptly remind readers that many who served in
the war did not go home to peace and happiness.

Stephen E. Towne is assistant university archivist at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. His
articles have appeared in Indiana Magazine of History, Journalism History, and Civil War History.
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters
of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) to read.

Jonathan Scott:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that A Fierce, Wild Joy:
The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of
The Civil War) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Jennifer Dillon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th
Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) book is readable simply by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding A Fierce, Wild
Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices
Of The Civil War) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking A Fierce,
Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment
(Voices Of The Civil War) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kathleen Bosarge:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Fierce, Wild



Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices
Of The Civil War) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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