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America's founders extolled a nation of laws, for they knew that only a fairly enforced legal system could
protect liberty and property against corruption and tyranny. Nearly two and a half centuries later, that system
remains the ultimate safeguard for us all. With concise but penetrating and provocative insights, the eminent
Peter Charles Hoffer recaptures the spirit of this grand enterprise while never losing sight of its human face.

The distillation of four decades of stellar writing, Hoffer's book is a wise and illuminating meditation on the
key concepts, history, evolution, and importance of American law. He brings the law to life through brief
narratives and portraits drawn from the pages of our nation's history. He takes his readers on a tumultuous
journey from the Salem witchcraft trials through the divisive debates over slavery; the long struggles for
equality and civil rights; the moral and culture wars over abortion, gay rights, and the teaching of evolution;
and recent controversies concerning the rule of law in wartime.

In a very compact space, Hoffer has a great deal to say about the role of law, lawmakers, law cases, lawyers,
litigants, judges, law professors, and public opinion in creating and recreating the fabric that weaves all of
these elements together. He pays particular attention to the criminal trial by looking at the legal proceedings
against slave liberator John Brown, feminist Susan B. Anthony, and teacher of evolution John Scopes. He
also explores what happens when the law is stretched to the breaking point by revisiting such events as the
Stono Slave Rebellion, the Seneca Falls women's rights convention, and FDR's paradigm-shifting New Deal
speech.

Throughout, Hoffer carefully weighs the promise and vitality of our laws against its flaws and historical
failures, for our legal system has not reflected a strong linear progress from inequality and privilege toward
perfected liberty and dignity for all. His crystal clear vision of our legal history reminds us of the ambiguities
and contradictions, quarrels and confrontations, that mirror the struggles within American history itself and
reinforce the central role of law in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Typically the book A Nation of Laws: America's Imperfect Pursuit of Justice will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book A Nation of Laws: America's Imperfect Pursuit
of Justice is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Ida Shrout:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Nation of Laws: America's
Imperfect Pursuit of Justice, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Fred Martinez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be A Nation of Laws: America's Imperfect Pursuit of Justice why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Brent Campbell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Nation of Laws: America's Imperfect Pursuit
of Justice was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Nation of Laws:
America's Imperfect Pursuit of Justice has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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