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A study of race and sexuality and their interdependencies in American literature from 1945 to 1955,
Desegregating Desire examines the varied strategies used by eight American poets and novelists to integrate
sexuality into their respective depictions of desegregated places and emergent identities in the aftermath of
World War II. Focusing on both progressive and conventional forms of cross-race writing and interracial
intimacy, the book is organized around four pairs of writers. Chapter one examines reimagined domestic
places, and the ambivalent desires that define them, in the southern writing of Elizabeth Bishop and Zora
Neale Hurston. The second chapter; focused on poets Gwendolyn Brooks and Edwin Denby, analyzes their
representations of the postwar American city, representations which often transpose private desires into a
public imaginary. Chapter three explores how insular racial communities in the novels of Ann Petry and
William Demby were related to non-normative sexualities emerging in the early Cold War. The final chapter,
focused on damaged desires, considers the ways that novelists Jo Sinclair and Carl Offord, relocate the
public traumas of desegregation with the private spheres of homes and psyches.

Aligning close textual readings with the segregated histories and interracial artistic circles that informed
these Cold War writers, this project defines desegregation as both a racial and sexual phenomenon, one both
public and private. In analyzing more intimate spaces of desegregation shaped by regional, familial, and
psychological upheavals after World War II, Tyler T. Schmidt argues that "queer" desire--understood as
same-sex and interracial desire--redirected American writing and helped shape the Cold War era's
integrationist politics.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

This book untitled Desegregating Desire to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Amanda Moberly:

The publication with title Desegregating Desire contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Leo Rizer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your
spare time, typically the book you have read is definitely Desegregating Desire.

Edith Manning:

This Desegregating Desire is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Desegregating Desire can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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