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One of the earliest New World naturalists, José Celestino Mutis began his professional life as a physician in
Spain and ended it as a scientist and natural philosopher in modern-day Colombia. Drawing on new
translations of Mutis's nearly forgotten writings, this fascinating story of scientific adventure in eighteenth-
century South America retrieves Mutis's contributions from obscurity.

In 1760, the 28-year-old Mutis -- newly appointed as the personal physician of the Viceroy of the New
Kingdom of Granada -- embarked on a 48-year exploration of the natural world of northern South America.
His thirst for knowledge led Mutis to study the region's flora, become a professor of mathematics, construct
the first astronomical observatory in the Western Hemisphere, and amass one of the largest scientific
libraries in the world. He translated Newton's writings and penned essays about Copernicus; lectured
extensively on astronomy, geography, and meteorology; and eventually became a priest. But, as two-time
Pulitzer Prize--winner Edward O. Wilson and Spanish natural history scholar José M. Gómez Durán reveal
in this enjoyable and illustrative account, one of Mutis's most magnificent accomplishments involved ants.

Acting at the urging of Carl Linnaeus -- the father of taxonomy -- shortly after he arrived in the New
Kingdom of Granada, Mutis began studying the ants that swarmed everywhere. Though he lacked any
entomological training, Mutis built his own classification for the species he found and named at a time when
New World entomology was largely nonexistent. His unorthodox catalog of army ants, leafcutters, and other
six-legged creatures found along the banks of the Magdalena provided a starting point for future study.

Wilson and Durán weave a compelling, fast-paced story of ants on the march and the eighteenth-century
scientist who followed them. A unique glance into the early world of science exploration, Kingdom of Ants
is a delight to read and filled with intriguing information.
(January 2011)
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

With other case, little persons like to read book Kingdom of Ants. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Kingdom of Ants. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Traci Farris:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Kingdom of Ants book as basic and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Thelma Brady:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be examine. Kingdom of Ants can be your answer since it can be read
by you actually who have those short time problems.

David Bostick:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Kingdom of Ants. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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