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How did thousands of Chinese migrants end up working alongside African Americans in Louisiana after the
Civil War? With the stories of these workers, Coolies and Cane advances an interpretation of emancipation
that moves beyond U.S. borders and the black-white racial dynamic. Tracing American ideas of Asian labor
to the sugar plantations of the Caribbean, Moon-Ho Jung argues that the racial formation of "coolies" in
American culture and law played a pivotal role in reconstructing concepts of race, nation, and citizenship in
the United States.

Jung examines how coolies appeared in major U.S. political debates on race, labor, and immigration between
the 1830s and 1880s. He finds that racial notions of coolies were articulated in many, often contradictory,
ways. They could mark the progress of freedom; they could also symbolize the barbarism of slavery.
Welcomed and rejected as neither black nor white, coolies emerged recurrently as both the salvation of the
fracturing and reuniting nation and the scourge of American civilization.

Based on extensive archival research, this study makes sense of these contradictions to reveal how American
impulses to recruit and exclude coolies enabled and justified a series of historical transitions: from slave-
trade laws to racially coded immigration laws, from a slaveholding nation to a "nation of immigrants," and
from a continental empire of manifest destiny to a liberating empire across the seas.

Combining political, cultural, and social history, Coolies and Cane is a compelling study of race,
Reconstruction, and Asian American history.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

The book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of
Emancipation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Dildy:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of
Emancipation can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Coolies and Cane: Race,
Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation.

David Kane:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age
of Emancipation was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Coolies and Cane:
Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Marsha Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Coolies and Cane:
Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation.
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