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The first biography of the grand couturier, surrealist, and embattled figure (her medium was apparel),
whose extraordinary work has stood the test of time.

Her style was a social revolution through clothing-luxurious, eccentric, ironic, sexy; synonymous with
fashion innovation and chicesse. She was audacious; her fashions were inspired from the whimsical to the
most practical-from a Venetian cape of the commedia dell'arte to a Soviet parachute. She collaborated on her
designs with some of the greatest artists of the twentieth-century: on jewelry with Jean Schlumberger; on
clothes with Salvador Dalí; with Jean Cocteau, Alberto Giacometti; with photographers Man Ray, Horst,
Cecil Beaton, and the young Richard Avedon. Her name: Elsa Schiaparelli. She was known as the Queen of
Fashion; a headline attraction in the international glitter-glamour show of the late twenties and thirties; she
gave fabulous parties-and went to those given by others; she lived and worked seriously and hard in much-
photographed residences and was a guest at others; she knew the "everybodies" who were always "there" and
inevitably became one of them herself, feted in Rome (where she was born), Paris, New York, London,
Moscow, Dallas, Hollywood, Dublin. Now, Meryle Secrest, acclaimed biographer-whose work has been
called "enthralling" (WSJ); "captivating" (WP Book World); "Rich in detail, scrupulously researched,
sympathetically written" (NYRB), and who has captured the lives of many of the twentieth-century's most
iconic, cultural figures, among them: Frank Lloyd Wright, Bernard Berenson, Leonard Bernstein, Duveen;
Richard Rodgers; Modigliani; Stephen Sondheim-gives us the never-before-told story of this most
extraordinary fashion designer, perhaps the most extraordinary fashion designer of the twentieth-century,
who in her time was more famous than Chanel.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

The actual book Elsa Schiaparelli: A Biography will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Elsa Schiaparelli: A Biography is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Albert Aucoin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Elsa Schiaparelli: A Biography.

Jose Rosales:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Elsa Schiaparelli: A Biography can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.

Christopher Hill:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Elsa Schiaparelli: A Biography can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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