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Few events in the history of humanity rival the Industrial Revolution. Following its onset in eighteenth-
century Britain, sweeping changes in agriculture, manufacturing, transportation, and technology began to
gain unstoppable momentum throughout Europe, North America, and eventually much of the world—with
profound effects on socioeconomic and cultural conditions.

In The Institutional Revolution, Douglas W. Allen offers a thought-provoking account of another, quieter
revolution that took place at the end of the eighteenth century and allowed for the full exploitation of the
many new technological innovations. Fundamental to this shift were dramatic changes in institutions, or the
rules that govern society, which reflected significant improvements in the ability to measure
performance—whether of government officials, laborers, or naval officers—thereby reducing the role of
nature and the hazards of variance in daily affairs. Along the way, Allen provides readers with a fascinating
explanation of the critical roles played by seemingly bizarre institutions, from dueling to the purchase of
one’s rank in the British Army.

 

Engagingly written, The Institutional Revolution traces the dramatic shift from premodern institutions based
on patronage, purchase, and personal ties toward modern institutions based on standardization, merit, and
wage labor—a shift which was crucial to the explosive economic growth of the Industrial Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

The Institutional Revolution: Measurement and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World (Markets
and Governments in Economic History) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Institutional Revolution: Measurement and the
Economic Emergence of the Modern World (Markets and Governments in Economic History) however
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Phillip Chadwick:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Institutional Revolution: Measurement
and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World (Markets and Governments in Economic History) can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Harold Houston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is this The Institutional Revolution: Measurement and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World
(Markets and Governments in Economic History).

Judith Bryant:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Institutional Revolution:
Measurement and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World (Markets and Governments in Economic
History) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the e-book The Institutional Revolution: Measurement and the Economic Emergence of the Modern World
(Markets and Governments in Economic History) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel



alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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