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Tornadoes are the most violent, magnificent, and utterly unpredictable storms on earth, reaching estimated
wind speeds of 300 mph and leaving swaths of destruction in their wake. In Tornado Alley, Howard
Bluestein draws on two decades of experience chasing and photographing tornadoes across the Plains to
present a fascinating historical account of the study of tornadoes and the great thunderstorms that spawn
them.
A century ago, tornado warnings were so unreliable that they were usually kept under wraps to avoid causing
panic over a storm that might or might not materialize. Despite cutting-edge Doppler radar technology and
computer simulation, these storms remain remarkably difficult to study. To date, no instrument designed to
measure wind speed has ever survived a direct hit by a tornado. Leading scientists still conduct much of their
research from the front seat of a speeding van and often contend with jammed cameras, flash floods, flying
debris, and windshields smashed by hailstones. Using his own spectacular photographs, Bluestein documents
the exhilaration of hair-raising encounters with as many as nine tornadoes in one day, as well as the crushing
disappointment of failed expeditions and ruined equipment. Most of all, he recreates the sense of beauty,
mystery, and power felt by the scientists who risk their lives to study violent storms.
For scientists, amateur weather enthusiasts, or anyone who's ever been intrigued or terrified by a darkening
sky, Tornado Alley provides not only a history of tornado research but a vivid look into the origin and effects
of nature's most dramatic phenomena.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Tornado Alley: Monster Storms of the Great Plains, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Gregory Proctor:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Tornado Alley: Monster Storms of the Great Plains can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sandra Spier:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Tornado Alley: Monster Storms of the Great
Plains is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

John Thornton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Tornado Alley: Monster Storms of the Great Plains
can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Tornado Alley: Monster
Storms of the Great Plains.
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