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Six decades after the serendipitous discovery of chlorpromazine as an antipsychotic and four decades after
the launch of clozapine, the first atypical or second generation antipsychotic, psychopharmacology has
arrived at an important crossroad. It is clear that pharmacological research and pharmaceutical development
must now focus on complementary or even alternative mechanisms of action to address unmet medical 
needs, i.e. poorly treated domains of schizophrenia, improved acceptance by patients, better adherence to
medication, safety in psychoses in demented patients, and avoiding cardiac and metabolic adverse effects.
The first completely novel mechanisms evolving from our insights into the pathophysiology of psychotic
disorders, especially the role of glutamatergic mechanisms in schizophrenia, are now under development,
and further principles are on the horizon. This situation, in many respects similar to that when the initial
second-generation antipsychotics became available, can be rewarding for all.  Preclinical and clinical
researchers now have the opportunity to confirm their hypotheses and the pharmaceutical industry may be
able to develop really novel classes of therapeutics.

When we were approached by the publishers of the Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology to prepare a
new volume on antipsychotics, our intention was to capture both, the accumulated preclinical and clinical
knowledge about current antipsychotics as well as prospects for new and potentially more specific
antischizophrenia principles. These efforts should be based on the pathophysiology of the diseases and the
affected neurotransmitter systems. Since preclinical research on antipsychotic compounds is only reliable
when intimately linked through translational aspects to clinical results, we decided to include clinical science
as well. It turned out that that this endeavor could not be covered by a single volume. We thank the
editorial board and the publishers for supporting our decision to prepare two volumes: Current
Antipsychotics and Novel Antischizophrenia Treatments. These topics cannot really be separated from
one another and should be seen as a composite entity despite the somewhat arbitrary separation of
contributions into two volumes. The continuing challenges of developing improved and safer
antipsychotic medications remain of concern and are discussed in the first volume. The new
opportunities for the field to develop and license adjunctive treatments for the negative symptoms and
cognitive deficits that are treated inadequately by existing compounds have been incentivized recently
and provide the focus for the second volume. We hope these collective contributions will facilitate the
development of improved treatments for the full range of symptomatology seen in the group of
schizophrenias and other major psychotic disorders.

Gerhard Gross, Ludwigshafen, Germany

Mark A. Geyer, La Jolla, CA

This volume will try to put current therapy - achievements, shortcomings, remaining medical needs - and



emerging new targets into the context of increasing knowledge regarding the genetic and
neurodevelopmental contributions to the pathophysiology of schizophrenia. Some of the chapters will also
deal with respective experimental and clinical methodology, biomarkers, and translational aspects of drug
development. Non-schizophrenia indications will be covered to some extent, but not exhaustively.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Despain:

This Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology) are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of
Experimental Pharmacology) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Joshua Parsons:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental
Pharmacology) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Quintanar:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of
Experimental Pharmacology) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Daniel Metz:

Beside this kind of Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Current Antipsychotics: 212 (Handbook of Experimental
Pharmacology) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but



you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!
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