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Conducting computer analyses for the purposes of revealing information of significance to the press
represents an extension of one of the most important forms of American journalism into the contemporary
era of new technologies. Investigative reporting had its start with the establishment of the metropolitan
newspaper during the early decades of the 1900s. At the time, it was a continuation of the evolving tradition
of freedom of the press that had characterized American political life since colonial times. As it developed,
investigative reporting stressed facts rather than the opinions of the editor or reporter. In turn, that tradition
had its own intellectual roots. Today, computer-assisted investigative reporting (CAIR) extends that
"marketplace of ideas" into systematic examinations of the electronic records of government. In addition,
computer analyses of other kinds of information systematically gathered by journalists can provide the press
with insights into trends and patterns unlikely to be revealed by other means.

This unique volume addresses procedures and issues in investigative journalism that have not been explained
in other publications. It sets forth -- for the first time -- a detailed and specific methodology for conducting
computer-assisted investigative analyses of both large and small scale electronic records of government and
other agencies. That methodology consists of the logic of inquiry, strategies for reaching valid conclusions,
and rules for reporting what has been revealed by the analyses to the public in clear ways. Such systematic
methodologies are essential in social and other sciences and the development of a counterpart for
investigative journalism has been badly needed.

That systematic methodology is developed within a context that explains the origin and major characteristics
of those elements that have come together in American society to make computer-assisted investigative
reporting both possible and increasingly a part of standard newsroom practices. These include the
development of traditional investigative journalism, the evolution of computer technology, the use of
computers by government to keep records, the legal evolution of freedom of information laws, the rapid
adoption of computers in newsrooms, the increasing importance of precision journalism, and the sharp
increase in recent times of computer-assisted investigative reporting by American newspapers both large and
small. The issues addressed in this book are discussed in a very readable context with an abundance of
examples and illustrations drawn from the real world of journalism as it is practiced daily in newsrooms
around the country. Explanations of concepts, principles, and procedures are set forth in layperson's terms
that require very little in the way of knowledge of computers or statistical methods.
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From reader reviews:

David Lucero:

The ability that you get from Computer-assisted Investigative Reporting: Development and Methodology
(Routledge Communication Series) is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Computer-assisted Investigative Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge Communication
Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Computer-assisted
Investigative Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge Communication Series) instantly.

Robert Carlson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Computer-assisted Investigative Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge Communication
Series).

Wendy Poston:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Computer-assisted Investigative
Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge Communication Series), you could enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Marianne Button:

Beside that Computer-assisted Investigative Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge
Communication Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Computer-assisted Investigative



Reporting: Development and Methodology (Routledge Communication Series) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as
well as read it from right now!
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