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Few historical events lend themselves to such a sharp delineation between right and wrong as does the civil
rights struggle. Consequently, many historical accounts of white resistance to civil rights legislation
emphasize the ferocity of the opposition, from the Ole Miss riots to the depredations of Eugene "Bull"
Conner's Birmingham police force to George Wallace's stand on the schoolhouse steps. While such hostile
episodes frequently occurred in the Jim Crow South, civil rights adversaries also employed other, less
confrontational but remarkably successful, tactics to deny equal rights to black Americans.

In Delaying the Dream, Keith M. Finley explores gradations in the opposition by examining how the region's
principal national spokesmen—its United States senators—addressed themselves to the civil rights question
and developed a concerted plan of action to thwart legislation: the use of strategic delay.

Prior to World War II, Finley explains, southern senators recognized the fall of segregation as inevitable and
consciously changed their tactics to delay, rather than prevent, defeat, enabling them to frustrate civil rights
advances for decades. As public support for civil rights grew, southern senators transformed their arguments
to limit the use of overt racism and appeal to northerners. They granted minor concessions on bills only
tangentially related to civil rights while emasculating those with more substantive provisions. They garnered
support by nationalizing their defense of sectional interests and linked their defense of segregation with
constitutional principles to curry favor with non-southern politicians. While the senators achieved success at
the federal level, Finley shows, they failed to challenge local racial agitators in the South, allowing
extremism to flourish. The escalation of white assaults on peaceful protesters in the 1950s and 1960s finally
prompted northerners to question southern claims of tranquility under Jim Crow. When they did, segregation
came under direct attack, and the principles that had informed strategic delay became obsolete.

Finley's analysis goes beyond traditional images of the quest for racial equality--the heroic struggle, the
southern extremism, the filibusters--to reveal another side to the conflict. By focusing on strategic delay and
the senators' foresight in recognizing the need for this tactic, Delaying the Dream adds a fresh perspective to
the canon on the civil rights era in modern American history.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Niemeyer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Delaying the Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the
Modern South)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Alfred Greenwell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Delaying the Dream:
Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Delaying the
Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South)
become your current starter.

Kathy Donnelly:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Delaying the Dream:
Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965 (Making the Modern South) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Walter Feuerstein:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Delaying the Dream: Southern Senators and the Fight against Civil Rights, 1938-1965
(Making the Modern South) when you necessary it?
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