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Hopkins contends that the lives of enslaved African Americans were the foundational source of liberating
faith and practice for African Americans today. Down, Up, and Over draws on their religious experience,
and the example of their faith and witness, to develop a constructive theology of liberation.

African American belief structures and hope practices blossom from the black folk's religious encounters
with God, Hopkins contends. The first half of his ambitious work reconstructs the cultural matrix of African
American religion--a total way of life formed by Protestantism, American culture, and the institution of
slavery (16191865)--in which racial identities developed. Whites from Europe and blacks from Africa
arrived with specific, differing views of God, faith, practice, and humanity. Hopkins recreates their
worldviews and how white theology sought to remake African Americans into naturally inferior beings
divinely ordained into subservience. The counter voice of enslaved blacks begets the Spirit of Liberation.

Tracking that Spirit, Hopkins crafts an explicit black theology of the Spirit of Liberation for us (God, chapter
4), with us (Jesus, chapter 5), and in us (human purpose, chapter 6). Out of the crucible of slavery emerge the
lineaments of a constructive religious vision: the constitution of a new self and a divinely purposed liberation
toward full spiritual and material humanity.

Hopkins's sweeping vision, impressive scholarship, and astute social analysis make for a fascinating and
important volume, one that can help all readers find meaning and purpose in the daunting 350-year
pilgrimage of African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

This Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and
Theology) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and
Theology) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study
of Religion and Theology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Tammy Mangold:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black
Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Philip Cooper:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology
(New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Kristi Jones:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of



Religion and Theology). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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