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It is startling and it is shaming: in a country that prides itself on being among the most enlightened in the
world, 25 million American adults cannot read the poison warnings on a can of pesticide, a letter from their
child’s teacher, or the front page of a newspaper. An additional 35 million read below the level needed to
function successfully in our society. The United States ranks forty-ninth among 158 member nations of the
UN in literacy, and wastes over $100 billion annually as a result. The problem is not merely an
embarrassment, it is a social and economic disaster.
 
In Illiterate America, Jonathan Kozol, author of National Book Award-winning Death at an Early Age,
addresses this national disgrace. Combining hard statistics and heartrending stories, he describes the
economic and the human costs of illiteracy. Kozol analyses and condemns previous government action—and
inaction—and, in a passionate call for reform, he proposes a specific program to conquer illiteracy.
 
One out of every three American adults cannot read this book—which is why everyone else must.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Reese:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Illiterate America can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Thomas Hall:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Illiterate America, you are
able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jeffrey David:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Illiterate America. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this book you
can get many advantages.

Greg Christenson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Illiterate America can make you sense more interested to read.
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