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Descended from West African kings and healers, raised in the turbulence of Guinea in the 1960s, Kadiatou
Diallo was married off at the age of thirteen and bore her first child when she was sixteen. Twenty-three
years later, that child—a gentle, innocent young man named Amadou Diallo—was gunned down without
cause on the streets of New York City. Now Kadi Diallo tells the astonishing, inspiring story of her life, her
loss, and the defiant strength she has always found within.

It was Kadi Diallo’s voice that captivated the public when she came to America to defend her slain son, and
it is that same voice—candid, wise, and generous—that fills the pages of this extraordinary book. Kadi
reaches back to her earliest memories of growing up in Guinea, the daughter of a strict man who was
thwarted by the relics of the French colonial system. Raised in a world in which age-old religious and
cultural rituals were disappearing before the onslaught of modernity, Kadi saw her own childhood end
abruptly at age thirteen when her father literally gave her away in marriage. Kadi prayed for death, but
instead she found herself plunged into a baffling new life—the life of a second wife in a strange household in
a distant country, and soon afterwards the teenage mother of a sweet-natured son.

Yet somehow, Kadi managed not only to survive but to flourish. Despite the rigid strictures of African-
Islamic culture, she attended school and later started a successful business of her own. She eventually
divorced and remarried and lived for eight years in Bangkok. Back in Guinea, she learned that her oldest
child Amadou had been shot in New York City in a case of racial profiling.

Kadi read with outrage the American newspaper description of her son as “an unarmed West African street
vendor.” “Nothing,” she writes, “could be more distant from the truth.” Now, with great pride and searing
love, Kadi Diallo finally tells the truth about herself and her son.

My Heart Will Cross This Ocean is an extraordinary book—a girl’s story of desire and innocence, a wife’s
story of defiance, a mother’s story of unbearable loss, and a woman’s story of unshakable strength and love.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled My Heart Will Cross This Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou. Try
to the actual book My Heart Will Cross This Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Jose Carr:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that My Heart Will Cross
This Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Carmen Jensen:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This My Heart Will Cross This
Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jeff Cunningham:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific My Heart Will Cross This
Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
My Heart Will Cross This Ocean: My Story, My Son, Amadou.
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