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For a tour of noir cinema this handbook is the perfect companion and Barry Gifford is an ideal guide. His
choice selection of films exposes the menacing, moody, and oftentimes violent underbelly of this dark movie
genre that occupies a favorite niche in American popular culture.

Some are classics, some are little known and seldom seen, but all, once viewed, are deeply remembered by
aficionados of noir. Gifford's roll call of unforgettables includes these, and more: The Asphalt Jungle, Body
and Soul, Body Heat, Charley Varrick, Chinatown, The Devil Thumbs a Ride, D.O.A., Double Indemnity,
High Sierra, Key Largo, Kiss of Death, Mean Streets, Mildred Pierce, Mr. Majestyk, Out of the Past, The
Strange Love of Martha Ivers, Strangers on a Train, White Heat, along with several noir classics from
Europe -- Repulsion, The Hidden Room, Shoot the Piano Player, The 400 Blows, Odd Man Out.

Gifford identifies the directors and names the many noir stars, the greats and not-so-greats who were cast in
the indelible roles of hoods, B-girls, psychopaths, grifters, gumshoes, waifs, tarts, femme fatales, mobsters,
molls, and ex-cons.

In an introduction novelists Edward Gorman and Dow Mossman applaud Gifford's selections and his
insights: "The movies discussed here range from the lowest of the B's to the biggest of the A's, and this book
is going to make you want to run out and locate every one of them (and good luck to you; finding The Devil
Thumbs a Ride could take you a lifetime). Through Barry Gifford's eyes we begin to see their similarities and
their value. What Andrew Sarris did for the mainstream film in The American Cinema, Barry does here for
the crime film."

With a connoisseur's insight and an offbeat sensitivity perfectly tailored to his subjects, Gifford's brief essays
cover a hundred of the noir buff's favorites. His highly polished impressions take the reader through five
decades of noir to find both the heart and the art of the plotline.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir book is readable by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir content conveys objective easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Joseph Moody:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Out of the Past: Adventures in Film
Noir that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir become your personal starter.

Jennifer Buster:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Out of the Past: Adventures in Film
Noir reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sallie Farris:

This Out of the Past: Adventures in Film Noir is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Out of the
Past: Adventures in Film Noir in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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