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It is commonly assumed that the rise of modern democracies put an end to the spectacular and ceremonial
aspects of political rule that were so characteristic of monarchies and other earlier regimes. The medieval
idea that the king had two bodies - a mortal physical body and an eternal political body - strikes us today as
alien and remote from our understanding of politics: with the transition from monarchy to modern
representative democracy, the idea of the body politic was abandoned. Or was it?

In this remarkable and highly original book Philip Manow shows that the body politic, though so often
pronounced dead, remains alive in modern democracies. It is just one of the many ideas that we have
inherited from our predecessors and that continue to shape our modern forms of political life. Why did the
semi-circle become the main seating plan for modern parliaments? Why do we think that parliament should
mirror the diversity of society? Why does the president's motorcade always have more than one identical-
looking Cadillac? Why do we pay so much attention to the physical features and appearance - the body - of
our political leaders today? In answering these and other questions Manow sheds fresh light on the pre-
modern origins of our modern political institutions and practices and shows convincingly that all political
power - including democracy - requires and produces its own political mythology.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Alaniz:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of In the King's Shadow book as
beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this In the King's Shadow book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jose German:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this In the King's Shadow book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt In the King's Shadow as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lashunda McCloud:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as
of book In the King's Shadow. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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