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For more than 2000 years, using the excellent clays of the Red River Valley, Vietnamese potters have
produced some of the most sophisticated ceramic artifacts in Southeast Asia, dovetailing the Chinese ceramic
tradition with other traditions--such as those of Cambodia and Champa--in original and idiosyncratic ways.
The combination of skilled potting with somewhat "casual" finish, calligraphic painting and certain chance
effects in glazing are all qualities typical of Vietnamese ceramics. Today, partly prompted by several recent
archaeological retrievals, these qualities are stimulating the interest of a widening circle of collectors and
connoisseurs. The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
considers this vital and hitherto obscured tradition by highlighting over 200 examples from the Museum's
superb collection. Ranging from earthy and practical stoneware produced over two millennia ago (the earliest
Vietnamese potteries date back to the Hung period in 700 B.C.), to the gloriously decorated ewers and bowls
created a thousand years later, or to the fine blue-and-white porcelains produced between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries (before the advent of French colonial rule), the works gathered here reflect the natural
wonders of Vietnam and the ingenuity of its ceramists. With extensive presentations by expert Philippe
Truong, including an essay on the natural motifs particular to Vietnamese pottery, The Elephant and the
Lotus is both the first complete publication of a remarkable collection and an indispensable introduction to a
rapidly growing field of study in Asian decorative arts.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston.

Mary Barnett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston to read.

Jack Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics
in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

James Melendez:

This book untitled The Elephant and the Lotus: Vietnamese Ceramics in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve
from your list.
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