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Examines the relationship of lynching to black and white citizenship in the 19th and 20th century U.S.
through a focus on historical, visual, cultural, and literary texts.

In Blood at the Root, winner of the SUNY Press 2009 Dissertation/First Book Prize in African American
Studies, Jennie Lightweis-Goff examines the centrality of lynching to American culture, focusing
particularly on the ways in which literature, popular culture, and art have constructed the illusion of secrecy
and obsolescence to conceal the memory of violence. Including critical study of writers and artists like Ida B.
Wells-Barnett, Richard Wright, William Faulkner, George Schuyler, and Kara Walker, Lightweis-Goff also
incorporates her personal experience in the form of a year-long travelogue of visits to lynching sites. Her
research and travel move outside the American South and rural locales to demonstrate the fiction of
confining racism to certain areas of the country and the denial of collective responsibility for racial violence.
Lightweis-Goff seeks to implicate societal attitude in the actions of the few and to reveal the legacy of
violence that has been obscured by more valiant memories in the public sphere. In exploring the ways that
spatial and literary texts replace lynching with proclamations of innocence and regret, Lightweis-Goff argues
that racial violence is an incompletely erupted trauma of American life whose very hiddenness links the past
to still-present practices of segregation and exclusion.

Jennie Lightweis-Goff is a Visiting Instructor of English at the University of South Florida. She received a
PhD in English and Graduate Certificates in Gender and Africana Studies from the University of Rochester.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

The particular book Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucleus will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural
Nucleus is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Paulette Cantu:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to reading a e-
book. The book Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucleus it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Natasha Rich:

Why? Because this Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucleus is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Isaias McGee:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Blood at the Root: Lynching as American Cultural Nucleus. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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