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Courts of Admiralty and the Common Law examines the origins of American admiralty jurisdiction.
Drawing from a vast array of primary sources, ranging from Roman law to English records of the medieval
and early modern periods, the author traces the development of English admiralty practice that provided the
legal heritage of the new American nation. The book provides details of how the English High Court of
Admiralty and its civil-law practitioners became embroiled in the struggle between Crown and Parliament in
the seventeenth century, losing much of their traditional jurisdiction to the courts of common law at a time
when the American colonies were just beginning to establish specialized tribunals for hearing maritime
cases. With maritime jurisdiction in flux in the mother country, the Americans were free to adopt ad hoc
solutions to the problem of jurisdiction, creating a system in which both the colonial common-law courts and
the newly established colonial vice admiralty courts had concurrent power to adjudicate a wide range of
maritime claims. Courts of Admiralty and the Common Law also sheds fresh light on the origins of the
federal judiciary, showing how the debate over maritime jurisdiction was instrumental both in shaping the
language of Article III of the Constitution and later in determining the structure of the federal courts in the
Judiciary Act of 1789. Building upon an assortment of materials from the Constitutional Convention, the
states' ratifying conventions, and other contemporary sources, the author explores the pivotal role that the
debate over maritime jurisdiction played in determining the structure of the federal courts and explains the
reasons underlying the first Congress' decision to grant concurrent jurisdiction over some maritime cases to
the states' courts of common law. When the first Congress incorporated concurrent state/federal jurisdiction
over several classes of maritime claims into the Judiciary Act of 1789, the author argues, it had not created a
novel jurisdictional system, but merely had preserved the status quo established long ago in the colonial era.
Congress had disregarded the dangers usually associated with two separate sets of courts interpreting the
same body of substantive law, assuming that the lex maritima, as part of the law of nations, would be applied
uniformly in both state and federal courts. Soon, however, both new technology, such as the introduction of
steam power in maritime commerce, and changing views regarding the law of nations would challenge that
assumption. As the original reasons for granting concurrent jurisdiction unraveled, American judges in the
early nineteenth century sought to make overlapping jurisdiction work in a changing world. Courts of
Admiralty and the Common Law concludes with an assessment of whether concurrent state/federal maritime
jurisdiction continues to serve a practical purpose in the twenty-first century, examining how tensions
between conflicting state and federal substantive rules may serve the greater interests of federalism and
commerce.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Courts of
Admiralty And the Common Law: Origins of the American Experiment in Concurrent.... All type of book
can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Willie Blackburn:

The ability that you get from Courts of Admiralty And the Common Law: Origins of the American
Experiment in Concurrent... could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the
more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Courts of
Admiralty And the Common Law: Origins of the American Experiment in Concurrent... giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Courts of Admiralty And
the Common Law: Origins of the American Experiment in Concurrent... instantly.

Frederica Dawkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Courts of Admiralty And the Common Law:
Origins of the American Experiment in Concurrent... was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Courts of Admiralty And the Common Law: Origins of the American Experiment in
Concurrent... has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that will.

Edward Vogler:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Courts of Admiralty And the Common Law: Origins of the American



Experiment in Concurrent... can make you experience more interested to read.
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