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This sweeping history of popular religion in eighteenth-century New England examines the experiences of
ordinary people living through extraordinary times. Drawing on an unprecedented quantity of letters, diaries,
and testimonies, Douglas Winiarski recovers the pervasive and vigorous lay piety of the early eighteenth
century. George Whitefield's preaching tour of 1740 called into question the fundamental assumptions of this
thriving religious culture. Incited by Whitefield and fascinated by miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit--
visions, bodily fits, and sudden conversions--countless New Englanders broke ranks with family, neighbors,
and ministers who dismissed their religious experiences as delusive enthusiasm. These new converts, the
progenitors of today's evangelical movement, bitterly assaulted the Congregational establishment.

The 1740s and 1750s were the dark night of the New England soul, as men and women groped toward a
restructured religious order. Conflict transformed inclusive parishes into exclusive networks of combative
spiritual seekers. Then as now, evangelicalism emboldened ordinary people to question traditional
authorities. Their challenge shattered whole communities.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Arredondo:

The book Darkness Falls on the Land of Light: Experiencing Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century
New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early ... History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Darkness Falls on the Land of Light: Experiencing
Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
... History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Darkness Falls on the Land of Light: Experiencing Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century
New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early ... History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Eric Beckman:

The book Darkness Falls on the Land of Light: Experiencing Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century
New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early ... History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Judy Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Darkness Falls on the Land of Light:
Experiencing Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century New England (Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early ... History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.

Tara Reynolds:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top list in your reading list will be Darkness Falls on the Land of Light: Experiencing



Religious Awakenings in Eighteenth-Century New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
... History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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