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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject Communications - Intercultural Communication, grade: 1,0,
European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder), language: English, abstract: What is German culture? The
loads of books, papers, articles, documentaries, etc.
that are concerned with this topic, suggest the conclusion that it is not possible, to
give a satisfactory and sufficient answer to this short and plain question, since the
answer is too complex. The term German is a very complex one, and even more the
term culture. Notwithstanding I will try to approach the question about the German
culture in this paper. To circumscribe the topic I will limit the question to German
Leitkultur. What German Leitkultur can be, will hopefully become clear in the course
of this paper. Initially I describe it as the components of the German culture that
should be obligatory to every member of the nation and are therefore the most
significant parts in the web of culture.
One first possible approach to the culture of the German nation which is
instructive is the examination of the text of the national anthem, because the national
anthem gives us information about what is significant in a society called nation. The
text of the German hymn begins with the words: “Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit”
(unity/agreement and law/justice and freedom).
The words Einigkeit und Freiheit exclude and contradict each other in several
contexts. Einigkeit implies a consent of opinions and values of a group or society, in
this case the German nation. The Einigkeit is legitimised in a common belief, which I
will explain later, and executed by the Recht. There is for example Einigkeit on the
fact that murder is a crime by which punishment is legitimised and carried through by
the Recht. Even if the Einigkeit is artificial, just like the nation itself is an “artificial
construct”, it is in force. To keep it in force, Leitkultur is needed.
Freiheit is a part of the German Einigkeit. In contrast to the obligations of
Einigkeit it emphasises the individual possibilities that everyone in the nation has.
Religious membership for example is free to choose for every member of the nation
as well as a multitude of other aspects. It can be said that the value of freedom in democratic societies like
that in Germany is more substantial than in most historical
societies or contemporary political systems (like socialism e.g.).
From the partly contradicting terms in the national anthem it can be concluded
that there are components in the culture of the German nation that are obligatory and
components that are optional. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Here thing why that German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"?
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication
that similar with German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"?. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of German
"Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? in e-book can be your substitute.

Terry Kline:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept German
"Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German
"Leitkultur"?is one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world within this book.

Emma O\'Neill:

This German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? is brand new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading
this German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"? can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Timothy Duchene:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book German "Leitkultur" - What is the content of the German "Leitkultur"?. You'll be able



to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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