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Lucinda Cole’s Imperfect Creatures offers the first full-length study of the shifting, unstable, but
foundational status of “vermin” as creatures and category in the early modern literary, scientific, and political
imagination. In the space between theology and an emergent empiricism, Cole’s argument engages a wide
historical swath of canonical early modern literary texts—William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Christopher
Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta, Abraham Cowley’s The Plagues of Egypt, Thomas Shadwell’s The Virtuoso,
the Earl of Rochester’s “A Ramble in St. James’s Park,” and Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and Journal of
the Plague Year—alongside other nonliterary primary sources and under-examined archival materials from
the period, including treatises on animal trials, grain shortages, rabies, and comparative neuroanatomy.

As Cole illustrates, human health and demographic problems—notably those of feeding populations
periodically stricken by hunger, disease, and famine—were tied to larger questions about food supplies,
property laws, national identity, and the theological imperatives that underwrote humankind’s claim to
dominion over the animal kingdom. In this context, Cole’s study indicates, so-called “vermin” occupied
liminal spaces between subject and object, nature and animal, animal and the devil, the devil and
disease—even reason and madness. This verminous discourse formed a foundational category used to carve
out humankind’s relationship to an unpredictable, irrational natural world, but it evolved into a form for
thinking about not merely animals but anything that threatened the health of the body politic—humans,
animals, and even thoughts.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet Blum:

The experience that you get from Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-
1740 is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature,
and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 instantly.

Mark Gallegos:

The actual book Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mark Nixon:

Beside that Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book in addition to read it from now!

Hoyt Moore:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Imperfect Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences
of Life, 1600-1740 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Imperfect
Creatures: Vermin, Literature, and the Sciences of Life, 1600-1740 has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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