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Japanese has a term that covers both green and blue. Russian has separate terms for dark and light blue. Does
this mean that Russians perceive these colors differently from Japanese people? Does language control and
limit the way we think?

This short, opinionated book addresses the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which argues that the language we speak
shapes the way we perceive the world. Linguist John McWhorter argues that while this idea is mesmerizing,
it is plainly wrong. It is language that reflects culture and worldview, not the other way around. The fact that
a language has only one word for eat, drink, and smoke doesn't mean its speakers don't process the difference
between food and beverage, and those who use the same word for blue and green perceive those two colors
just as vividly as others do.

McWhorter shows not only how the idea of language as a lens fails but also why we want so badly to believe
it: we're eager to celebrate diversity by acknowledging the intelligence of peoples who may not think like we
do. Though well-intentioned, our belief in this idea poses an obstacle to a better understanding of human
nature and even trivializes the people we seek to celebrate. The reality -- that all humans think alike --
provides another, better way for us to acknowledge the intelligence of all peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Language Hoax:
Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Larry Young:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language as
your daily resource information.

Patricia Oyler:

The publication with title The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

April Hannah:

Precisely why? Because this The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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