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Genealogy of the formation of race and gender hierarchies in the U.S.

Theories of intersectionality have fundamentally transformed how feminists and critical race scholars
understand the relationship between race and gender, but are often limited in their focus on contemporary
experiences of interlocking oppressions. In The Specter of Sex, Sally L. Kitch explores the “backstory” of
intersectionality theory—the historical formation of the racial and gendered hierarchies that continue to
structure U.S. culture today. Kitch uses a genealogical approach to explore how a world already divided by
gender ideology became one simultaneously obsessed with judgmental ideas about race, starting in Europe
and the English colonies in the late seventeenth century. Through an examination of religious, political, and
scientific narratives, public policies and testimonies, laws, court cases, and newspaper accounts, The Specter
of Sex provides a rare comparative study of the racial formation of five groups—American Indians, African
Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, and European whites—and reveals gendered patterns that have served
white racial dominance and repeated themselves with variations over a two-hundred-year period.

Sally L. Kitch is Dean’s Distinguished Professor of Women and Gender Studies at Arizona State University.
Her books include Higher Ground: From Utopianism to Realism in American Feminist Thought and Theory.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

The book The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Specter of Sex: Gendered
Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Theresa Gayle:

The event that you get from The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United
States may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Specter of Sex:
Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this kind of The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the
United States instantly.

Kevin Hamby:

Often the book The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the United States is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Timothy Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Specter of Sex: Gendered Foundations of Racial Formation in the
United States why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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