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Deborah Fallows has spent much of her life learning languages and traveling around the world. But nothing
prepared her for the surprises of learning Mandarin, China's most common language, or the intensity of
living in Shanghai and Beijing. Over time, she realized that her struggles and triumphs in studying the
language of her adopted home provided small clues to deciphering the behavior and habits of its people,and
its culture's conundrums. As her skill with Mandarin increased, bits of the language-a word, a phrase, an
oddity of grammar-became windows into understanding romance, humor, protocol, relationships, and the
overflowing humanity of modern China.

Fallows learned, for example, that the abrupt, blunt way of speaking that Chinese people sometimes use isn't
rudeness, but is, in fact, a way to acknowledge and honor the closeness between two friends. She learned that
English speakers' trouble with hearing or saying tones-the variations in inflection that can change a word's
meaning-is matched by Chinese speakers' inability not to hear tones, or to even take a guess at understanding
what might have been meant when foreigners misuse them.

In sharing what she discovered about Mandarin, and how those discoveries helped her understand a culture
that had at first seemed impenetrable, Deborah Fallows's Dreaming in Chinese opens up China to Westerners
more completely, perhaps, than it has ever been before.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The event that you get from Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and Language is a more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and
Language giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and Language instantly.

Lisa Marsh:

The book Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and Language will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in
Life, Love, and Language is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lily Winstead:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and
Language.

Lorna Dews:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin
Lessons in Life, Love, and Language that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick Dreaming in Chinese: Mandarin Lessons in Life, Love, and
Language become your current starter.
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