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The history of the vocoder: how popular music hijacked the Pentagon's speech scrambling weapon

The vocoder, invented by Bell Labs in 1928, once guarded phones from eavesdroppers during World War II;
by the Vietnam War, it was repurposed as a voice-altering tool for musicians, and is now the ubiquitous
voice of popular music.

In How to Wreck a Nice Beach—from a mis-hearing of the vocoder-rendered phrase “how to recognize
speech”—music journalist Dave Tompkins traces the history of electronic voices from Nazi research labs to
Stalin’s gulags, from the 1939 World’s Fair to Hiroshima, from artificial larynges to Auto-Tune.

We see the vocoder brush up against FDR, JFK, Stanley Kubrick, Stevie Wonder, Neil Young, Kraftwerk,
the Cylons, Henry Kissinger, and Winston Churchill, who boomed, when vocoderized on V-E Day, “We
must go off!” And now vocoder technology is a cell phone standard, allowing a digital replica of your voice
to sound human.

From T-Mobile to T-Pain, How to Wreck a Nice Beach is a riveting saga of technology and culture,
illuminating the work of some of music’s most provocative innovators.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the How to Wreck a
Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Qualls:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this How to
Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks.

Matthew Blackburn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love How to Wreck a Nice Beach:
The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Michael Taylor:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from
World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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