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Throughout his prolific career, John Mellencamp has performed more than twenty Top 40 hits, has been
nominated for thirteen Grammy Awards, and has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Hits
like "Jack and Diane," "Small Town," and "Cherry Bomb" are iconic American songs that have played an
important role in defining midwestern music and developing the rock genre. Despite his critical and
commercial success, however, the rough guy from a small town writing songs about everything he "learned
about living" is often omitted from the ranks of America's songwriting elite.

In Mellencamp, David Masciotra explores the life and career of one of America's most important and
underrated songwriters, persuasively arguing that he deserves to be celebrated alongside artists like Bruce
Springsteen, Neil Young, and Bob Dylan. Beginning with his modest beginnings in Seymour, Indiana,
Masciotra details Mellencamp's road to fame, examining his struggles with the music industry and his
persistent dedication to his midwestern roots. Shaking off the shortsighted "regionalist" stereotype and
dismissing his assumed pop-star persona, Mellencamp found success by remaining true to where he came
from.

This thoughtful analysis highlights four decades of the artist's music, which has consistently elevated the
dignity of everyday people and honored the quiet heroism of raising families and working hard. This first
serious biography of the legendary musician will charm fans and music enthusiasts who are interested in the
development of roots rock and Americana music.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know which you should start with. This Mellencamp: American Troubadour is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Albert Parks:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Mellencamp: American Troubadour is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jeffrey Call:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mellencamp: American Troubadour reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Mellencamp: American Troubadour as good book but
not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jo Jordan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Mellencamp: American Troubadour this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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