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Are antisemitism and white supremacy manifestations of a general phenomenon? Why didn't racism appear
in Europe before the fourteenth century, and why did it flourish as never before in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries? Why did the twentieth century see institutionalized racism in its most extreme forms?
Why are egalitarian societies particularly susceptible to virulent racism? What do apartheid South Africa,
Nazi Germany, and the American South under Jim Crow have in common? How did the Holocaust advance
civil rights in the United States?

With a rare blend of learning, economy, and cutting insight, George Fredrickson surveys the history of
Western racism from its emergence in the late Middle Ages to the present. Beginning with the medieval
antisemitism that put Jews beyond the pale of humanity, he traces the spread of racist thinking in the wake of
European expansionism and the beginnings of the African slave trade. And he examines how the
Enlightenment and nineteenth-century romantic nationalism created a new intellectual context for debates
over slavery and Jewish emancipation.

Fredrickson then makes the first sustained comparison between the color-coded racism of nineteenth-century
America and the antisemitic racism that appeared in Germany around the same time. He finds similarity
enough to justify the common label but also major differences in the nature and functions of the stereotypes
invoked. The book concludes with a provocative account of the rise and decline of the twentieth century's
overtly racist regimes--the Jim Crow South, Nazi Germany, and apartheid South Africa--in the context of
world historical developments.

This illuminating work is the first to treat racism across such a sweep of history and geography. It is
distinguished not only by its original comparison of modern racism's two most significant varieties--white
supremacy and antisemitism--but also by its eminent readability.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics). Try to the actual book
Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Catherine Riddle:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Racism: A Short History
(Princeton Classics). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Diane Walker:

This Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics) without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Racism:
A Short History (Princeton Classics) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Steven Burley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is Racism: A Short History (Princeton Classics) this publication consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made



some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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