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The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat is based on more than one hundred interviews with
employees of the Democrat, including editors, reporters, feature writers, cartoonists, circulation managers,
business managers, salespeople, typesetters and others, from the 1930s through the early 1990s, when the
Democrat took over the more prominent Arkansas Gazette after an aggressive newspaper war.

This new addition to Arkansas journalism history provides vivid details about what it was like to work at the
Democrat. August Engel, who led the paper with focused devotion for forty-two years, was famous for his
thrift, creating austere conditions that included no air conditioning in the newsroom and sub-par wages. In
spite of these drawbacks, the paper was still home to many dedicated journalism professionals endeavoring
to do good work.

Readers who remember the ultimate acrimony between the two papers may be surprised to learn that for
many years the Democrat and the Gazette owners operated under a tacit agreement of civility. The papers
didn’t raid each other’s staff, for example, and when a fire broke out in the Gazette pressroom, Democrat
management offered to loan the use of its press. Staffers recall that when the Gazette struggled with an
advertising boycott and reduced circulation during the Little Rock Central High crisis because of its
perceived progressive editorial stance, which infuriated many Arkansans, the Democrat did less than it might
have to capitalize. The eventual newspaper war that combined the two rivals saw the end of any semblance
of civility when the Democrat hired an aggressive and infamous managing editor named John Robert Starr.

Through these firsthand stories of those who lived it, The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat tells the
story of how the second-place paper overtook the oldest newspaper west of the Mississippi, forever changing
not only Arkansas journalism but also Arkansas history.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Improbable Life of the
Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Houston Boynton:

This The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History without we
know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Improbable Life of the
Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Langley:

This The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Improbable Life of the Arkansas Democrat: An Oral History in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten



or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?
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