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When Adam Smith wrote in 1776 that England was a nation of shopkeepers, he meant that commerce was a
major factor in political decisions. Smith's observation was even more on-target for Victorian England:
shopkeepers, shops, and shopping were a vital part of life. Those Victorians with resources could shop often
and had many choices. Industrialization and their imperial connections gave them an almost unprecedented
array of goods. Even the poor and working classes had more to eat and more to spend as the century
progressed. Here, Graham explores the world of Victorian shops and shopping in colorful detail. She offers
information on the types of shops and goods they offered, the people who owned and operated them, those
who frequented them, and the contribution of shops and shopping to the Victorian lifestyle and economy.

Shopping in Victorian England reached a level of importance not wholly appreciated even by Victorians
themselves. New types of shops appeared, offering an expanding array of goods inventively packaged and
displayed for an expanding group of shoppers. As the shops grew, so did the activity — part excursion for
provisions, part entertainment. Women shopped most often, but men, too, had their shops. Victorians could,
by the end of the 19th century, shop without even leaving their homes: orders could be placed by mail,
telegraph, or telephone. Shops catered to all classes — the rich, the poor, and the in-betweens.

This book will help modern readers envision the Victorian shopping experience by taking them inside the
shops and up to the counters. Readers will learn how the shop was organized, what services and goods were
available, and how goods made their way from the shop to the home. Graham's compelling account provides
a vivid glimpse into a vital—but largely unappreciated— aspect of Victorian life.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

Typically the book Gone To The Shops: Shopping In Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Gone To
The Shops: Shopping In Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Charles Greiner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Gone To The Shops:
Shopping In Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.

David Henry:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Gone To The Shops: Shopping In Victorian
England (Victorian Life and Times) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Gone To The Shops: Shopping In Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Joseph Taylor:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Gone To The Shops: Shopping In Victorian England (Victorian Life and
Times) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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