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Between 1998, when Alan Bersin became superintendent of the San Diego Unified School District, and
2005, when he left that post, San Diego undertook a sustained and comprehensive effort to reform its public
school system. As an early and ambitious instance of the types of reforms that by now have been
implemented in city schools across the nation, San Diego has received scattered attention within the
scholarly and policy worlds. Yet till now there has been no comprehensive account of Bersin’s tenure and
the reforms he undertook during those seven stormy years. Tilting at Windmills fills that gap.
A book that draws equally on Richard Lee Colvin’s deep acquaintance with contemporary education reform
and the unique circumstances of the San Diego experience, Tilting at Windmills is a penetrating and
invaluable account of Bersin’s contentious superintendency. At the heart of Colvin’s research are years of
interviews with Bersin, who provided Colvin with unprecedented insight into his experiences and thoughts
about the reforms he initiated. The result is a detailed and nuanced narrative of the reform process in San
Diego and its relationship to comparable school reform efforts throughout the country.
A definitive account of the San Diego story, Tilting at Windmills is also a crucial contribution to our more
general understanding of the education reforms that have swept the nation during the past fifteen years.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Tilting at
Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Archie Beard:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Tilting at Windmills: School Reform, San
Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or appropriate book with you?

Mary McClellan:

This Tilting at Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education book
is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Tilting at Windmills: School Reform, San
Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Tilting at Windmills: School Reform,
San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education can bring once you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Tilting at Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public
Education having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Roberta Haile:

This Tilting at Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Tilting
at Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education can be one of
many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just



about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Tilting at
Windmills: School Reform, San Diego, and America's Race to Renew Public Education giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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